
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Laurel Avenue Community Primary School and Nursery 

October 2021  

 

This tree will be a treasured part of our school. We will watch it change through the 

seasons as it grows every year and many generations of children and staff will be 

part of making sure it always has a special place in our school. 

We were very happy to welcome Mrs Snowdon, the Lord-Lieutenant of Durham, to 

our school for the ceremony and she helped us to plant the tree and talked to us all 

about what a special event this was and how happy she was to join us. 
 

 

 

On Friday 15
th
 October we took part in a very special tree planting ceremony. 

ŕţŠ ŒŰŠŠũ°Ů ňŭŠŠũ ńŜũŪūŴ ŤŮ Ŝ ūŧŜũůŤũŢ ŤũŤůŤŜůŤűŠ across the UK to  

¯őŧŜũů Ŝ ůŭŠŠ šŪŭ ůţŠ ŋŰŝŤŧŠŠ°  
Ťũ ţŪũŪŰŭ Ūš ůţŠ ŒŰŠŠũ°Ů 70 ŴŠŜŭŮ Ūš ŮŠŭűŤŞŠ ůo the nation. 

We are delighted that Laurel Avenue Community Primary School was chosen as the 

ŅŰŭţŜŨ ŮŞţŪŪŧ ůŪ ūŧŜũů Ŝũş ŧŪŪŦ ŜšůŠŭ ŮŰŞţ Ŝ ŮūŠŞŤŜŧ ůŭŠŠ ůŪ ŨŜŭŦ ŕţŠ ŒŰŠŠũ°Ů 

Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  Only one school in every city in the country was specially 

chosen, so we are so proud that that one school in Durham is us and we are looking 

forward to helping our new birch tree grow over the years to come. 

 



 

  

 

 

 



  

Reading is so important! 
 

Children who read often and widely get better at it. 
 

Reading improves concentration. 

Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story when they are 

reading. If they read often, they will develop the skill to do this for longer. 
 

Reading teaches children about the world around them. 

Through reading a variety of books, children learn about people, places, and events 

outside of their own experience. 
 

Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. 

Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb information on 

how to structure sentences and how to use words and other language features 

effectively in their writing and speaking. 
  

Reading develops a child's imagination. 

As we read and are engaged in a story we 

are also imagining how a character is feeling.  

Young children then bring this knowledge into  

their everyday play. 
 

Reading helps children to develop empathy. 

As children develop they begin to imagine  

how they would feel in that situation. 
 

Reading is fun! 
 

Reading is a great way to spend time together. Reading together on the sofa, 

bedtimes stories and visiting the library are just some ways of spending time together. 
 

Children who read achieve better in school. 

Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English.  

Children who are good readers tend to achieve better across  

the curriculum.   
 

Please read the next pages to see the 

minimum amount of reading for your  

child each week.  



 
 

Nursery children 

love to read!  

Either inside in a 

comfortable warm 

spot or outside in 

our cosy reading 

den! The children 

are also enjoying 

helping to create a 

new reading area 

in nursery.  

Nursery ï your child 

will bring one school 

library book home  

each week. 



 
 

Class 1 love their fabulous new reading 

tepee! They are currently working 

together to develop their new and 

exciting reading area. 
 

Children log into Read, Write I nc Library  to read 

set books and complete quizzes and phonics 

practice. Also read the Book Bag books they bring 

home in their reading folders. 

Minimum 3 times per week. 

Weekly ï choose a new school library book. 



 
 

So far, we have read  

Room on the Broom,  

The Gruffalo and  

The Gruffalo¡s Child.  

We have made magic spells 

like the witch character, made 

Gruffalo masks and acted out 

the stories using masks. 

This term we are looking at the author 

Julia Donaldson. 



  

Class 2 are enjoying lots of 

new books to read  

in their Classroom.  

Children log into 

Read, Write Inc 

Library to read set 

books and complete 

quizzes and phonics 

practice. Also read 

the Book Bag books 

they bring home in 

their reading 

folders. 

Minimum 3 times 

per week. 
 

Weekly ï choose a 

new library book. 
 

Class 2 weekly reading expectation 



  

 

Class 3¡s class book is Street Child by Berlie Doherty. They  

are looking forward to choosing a Roald Dahl book next. 

Which one will it be? 

Class 3 weekly reading 

expectation 

 

Log into MyON ï link is sent 

on Class Dojo every week. 

Complete daily reading 

and projects for 10 

minutes every day. 

 

Weekly ï choose a new 

library book. 
 

We have been very proud of 

Tyler this term who has 

persevered with a longer and 

trickier book than he has 

previously been reading.  

He also achieved a fabulous 

score on his MyON quiz.  

Well done! 
 

 



 
 

The 1000 minutes MyON Reading Challenge is 

underway in Class 4. Children are aiming to 

read 1000 minutes this year, outside of school 

time, using their books on www.myon.co.uk. 

They will be recording their progress on their 

class reading graph. Good luck, Class 4! 
 

Class 4¡s class book is currently, Danny The Champion of The World by Roald Dahl. 
 

Class 4 weekly reading expectation 

Log into MyON ï link is sent on Class Dojo every week. 

Complete daily reading and projects for 20 minutes every day. 

Weekly ï choose a new library book. 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myon.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cg.davison101%40laurelavenue.durham.sch.uk%7Cd632acad9bd540019f7c08d98f369144%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637698286818978014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=neJYeR3ZTo17z3%2BEiq%2FmPDeNzbLJ78Jp5Lj4R3I9itU%3D&reserved=0


 
 

Balance and 
Pedal Bikes 

Class 1 have 
been impressing 
us with their 

bike balancing 
and riding skills! 
Look at how 
fantastic  
they are! 

 



 
 

Joedn impressed us all with his 
fantastic skills riding a pedal 

bike independently. Rosie did not 
give up until she could also ride 
the pedal bike independently! 

Well done! 
Mia has made excellent 

progress too and was a great 
friend, giving help and support. 

 



 

 
Class 2 has been learning about the artist 

Jaume Plensa in Art this half term.  
They have investigated his different sculptures 

that can be found around the UK which links very 
well to their Geography work too. 

 
 

Over the last few weeks they have sketched and built sculptures using a 
large variety of different materials before finally creating their own 

sculptures, taking inspiration from Jaume Plensaās work. 
 



  



 

 
 

Year 5 and 6 pupils have been exploring Pop Art this half term and 
have produced artwork inspired by American Pop Artist  

Roy Litechestein's 'In the Car' artwork.  

They used punched coloured dots to re-
create the small dots used to make up 
the artwork. the artwork. 



 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class 3 children 

have been having 

a great time at 

Art Club with 

Mrs Fines.  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During the first two weeks they created Aboriginal style art 

using paint and cotton buds . They then started creating  

Mandala patterns on stones using acrylics.   They carefully 

designed their patterns before painting their stones.  

What an amazing job they  have all done!  


