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This year our children treated us  
to a collection of songs, readings  

and a poemé 

Letõs Celebrate Harvest! 
It was wonderful to see them 

singing so beautifully and delivering 
such thoughtful messages. 

 

 

Festival 
 

Harvest 

2022 

Thank you for all your kind 
donations for our Harvest Table. 
All donations will go to support 

Food Bank this year. 
 
 

Thank you also to FOLAS and 
everyone who supported the raffle.  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A huge thank you to our wonderful FOLAS ï 
Friends of Laurel Avenue School. 

Itās great to be able to get fund raising for 
school again. It was amazing to raise £82 in 
30 minutes at the Harvest Festival with the 

raffle and refreshments. 
Thank you to Tesco for  
donating some brilliant  

raffle prizes! 
 

We would love to welcome some  
more parents and carers to  
join FOLAS and take part in  
school fundraising activities.  
Speak to Ms Davison or any teacher. Thanks! 

 
 



  

Reading is so important! 
 

Children who read often and widely get better at it. 
 

Reading improves concentration. 

Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story when they are 

reading. If they read often, they will develop the skill to do this for longer. 
 

Reading teaches children about the world around them. 

Through reading a variety of books, children learn about people, places, and events 

outside of their own experience. 
 

Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. 

Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb information on 

how to structure sentences and how to use words and other language features 

effectively in their writing and speaking. 
  

Reading develops a child's imagination. 

As we read and are engaged in a story we 

are also imagining how a character is feeling.  

Young children then bring this knowledge into  

their everyday play. 
 

Reading helps children to develop empathy. 

As children develop they begin to imagine  

how they would feel in that situation. 
 

Reading is fun! 
 

Reading is a great way to spend time together. Reading together on the sofa, 

bedtimes stories and visiting the library are just some ways of spending time together. 
 

Children who read achieve better in school. 

Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English.  

Children who are good readers tend to achieve better across  

the curriculum.   
 



 
 

Classopoly 

Every week in assembly we track the attendance 

of each class to see if they have achieved 95% or 

above attendance for that week. 

Any class who does get 95% or above for the 

week can roll the large dice and move the counter 

around the board. Do you recognise any of the 

places they might land on? 

Just like Monopoly, there are prizes built into the 

game for classes to win. So far, Class 4 were 

thrilled to receive a sweet snack and they are also 

able to play a class game such as bingo.  

Class 2 landed on the  extra 5 minutes playtime¡ 

square which they were very happy about.  
 

All children have to do to roll the dice is come to 

school every day. Let¡s see if every class can roll 

the dice next half term! 



  

Whole school attendance is currently 

94.9% 
We really need to make sure we can raise this 

figure to over 96%. 
 

Holidays in Term Time 
Family holidays should not be booked during school time.  

If parents/carers decide to take a holiday or extended leave in 

term time, the school will request that Children¡s Services issue a 

Penalty Notice under section 444 of the Education Act 1996. The 

penalty notice is £60 per parent per child if paid within 28 days 

and £120 per parent per child if paid after 28 days but within 42 

days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in prosecution in 

the Magistrates Court. 

 

When a child has more than 14 sessions (7 days as each day =  

2 sessions) of unauthorised absence in a twelve-week period, this 

will result in a warning being given and the issue of a fixed penalty  

notice and referral to the Attendance Intervention Team. 



 

 

Medical Issues 
Medical and dental appointments should be made out of school time 

except those children who we know have a medical care plan. 

 

If hospital appointments have to be made in school time, appointment 

cards/letters must be submitted to school one week prior to the 

appointment and copies will be kept on your child¡s file. If the 

appointment is later in the morning, or afternoon, please bring your 

child into school first and then collect them to take to the appointment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persistent Absentees 

As you know, The Department for Education deems the threshold for 

Persistent Absence to be 10%. This means that if your child¡s 

attendance falls below 90%, they will be classified as a persistent 

absentee. So if they are absent from school for around 19 days or 

more across the year, they will meet this classification. 
 

 

Only 95% and above is acceptable as an absolute minimum. 
 

 

If your child has a lot of short absences due to minor  

illnesses, school will ask the school nurse to offer support to your 

family. If there are a number of regular incidences of absences 

due to illness, then we will request that you provide medical 

evidence for every absence. Without this evidence, your child¡s 

attendance will be marked as unauthorised. Children don¡t tend to 

be ill consistently unless there is a reason and, in such cases where 

there is a reason, there will be no problems giving school medical 

evidence so that the absences will not be recorded as unauthorised. 



 

 Punctuality 
All children should have entered school by 9.00 am. School gates 

opens at 8.50 am and will be locked at 9.05 am. Children coming into 

school via the main school entrance (after 9.05 am when the gates 

have been closed) will be logged daily and attendance procedures 

will be triggered if this is a frequent event. Children will be recorded 

as late if they arrive in class after 9.10 am. We will arrange 

meetings to establish why punctuality is an issue and what we can do 

to help you to get your child to school on time. 

 

Our lessons start right at the beginning of the day, so children late in 

are missing the start of their lesson. Ten minutes late a day is 50 

minutes of maths lost a week which really mounts up over the year. 

 

Every Day Counts. High attendance is essential in order to ensure 

that all our children achieve their full potential.  

 

I hope that you will support the school in this matter, as we are all 

concerned to see children fulfil their potential at school.  I am sure 

you will agree that this can best be achieved by avoiding 

unnecessary absence. Our door is always open if you would like to 

discuss any issues including attendance and we will always do our 

best to help you and your family. 

 

If you need any support with attendance or punctuality please do 

not hesitate to contact us. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

OUTSTANDING 100% -  99% 
 

GOOD 98% -  97% 
 

SATISFACTORY 96% -  95% 2 SCHOOL WEEKS OF LOST LEARNING 
UNSATISFACTORY 94% -  90% 4 SCHOOL WEEKS OF LOST LEARNING 

TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE 89% -  76% 8 SCHOOL WEEKS OF LOST LEARNING 
 

 

 



   

Earlier in the term we spent time reflecting about the sad 

news of the passing of Queen Elizabeth II.  

We gathered around our special Queen Elizabeth II 

Platinum Jubilee Tree, growing in our grounds as we  

were selected to be the Durham City Primary School  

to be awarded this privilege. 

We placed flowers by her tree and reflected on  

her impact on so many lives. 



  

Thank you, for our Queen, Elizabeth II. 

Her smile lit up the world. 

Her sense of fun and thoughtful words helped people to stay 

strong and forget their troubles. 

We give you thanks for her love and care, her dedication  

and her duty 

to her family and her country, to the Commonwealth of Nations 

and other countries of the world. 

Help us to follow her example and, in days to come, 

remember that we are part of a worldwide family 

and that we, too, can seek to play our part. 
 



  

Firefighters from Durham Green 
Watch visited school to give an 
important bonfire night safety 

talk to Class 4. 
 

They are returning to school in November 
for a very special and exciting mission. 

Keep an eye out on FaceBook! 



 
 

Balance and 
Pedal Bikes 

Class 1 have been 
impressing us with their 

bike balancing and riding 
skills! Look at how 
fantastic they are! 

 



 
 

We are so  
proud of you all! 

 
 

Why not look on our 
FaceBook page and 
see videos of the 

children on the bikes.  



 

 

Class 1 have been reading the story  
"We're going on a bear hunt". They made 

some bear masks and binoculars and went 
on a bear hunt to see if they could find any 

bears! Luckily, they didn't but  
Hollie and Zara found a bear paw print!  

Ask your child to tell you the story at home. 



  



 

 
 

Class 4W have 
enjoyed weekly 
sessions of the 
óWalk and Talkô 

programme.  
The programme 
is weekly for 6 
weeks and is 
designed to 

support children 
with adjusting to 

life after the 
COVID-19 
pandemic. 



 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Through each of the carefully designed 
sessions, children will look at both physical 

and mental well -being to support the ir 
progress in school. The first session was 

truly inspirational as they had the pleasure 
of welcoming Invictus Games athlete  

Alex Dewar into school. Alex shared his 
incredible story of how physical activity 
and a strong mental attitude were key to 

helping him overcome enormous challenges 
when he suffered a brain haemorrhage 

which changed his life forever. We all felt so 
privileged to have met Alex and have been 
encouraged by his resilience and can-do 

attitude. The class then worked with 
Darren from the Sc hool Sports Partnership 

to develop their own abilities to face and 
overcome challenges. 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class 2 had a fantastic time 

at a Gymnastics Festival. Just 

look at their amazing skills! 


