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This year our children treate
~ to a collection of spregslings
" and a poert

“Let s Cel

& |t was wonderful to see the
5 singing so beautifully and deli
such thoughtful message:

* Thank you for all your kinc
donations for our Harvest Tz
All donations will go to supp

" Food Bank this year. g

Thank you also to FOLAS ¢
everyone who supported the







A huge thank you to our weQt&3
Friends of Laurel Avenue Sc
| tas great to Db
school agHiwas amazing to EZ8eir
30 minutasthe Harvest Festival w
V [__ raffle and refreshny
'} 4. | Thankyouto Tes
B8 8 donating some brf &
raffleprizes! P

more parents and care - e /-
join FOLAS and take ;j 1l ~
schoflindraising activit 77"

Speak to Ms Davison or any teact




Reading Is so important! . B
Reading is the KEY 10 learnmg(“
Children who read often and widely get better at it. \M—,\

Reading improves concentration.
Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story when the
reading. If they read often, they will develop the skill to do this for longer.

Reading teaches children about the world around them.
Through reading a variety of bogkkildren learn about people, places, and event:
outside of their own experience.

Reading improves vocabulary and language skills.
Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb informatiol
how tostructure sentences and how to use words and other language features
effectively in their writing and speaking.

BENEFITS OF READING
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Reading develops a child's imagination. -

As we read and are engaged in a story w ,@_‘;a < ” *“ou
are also imagining how a character is fee ___~ - L.
: : : . PR  sabdieoely  wiGweRls  Isnguagesdls
Young chilén then bring this knowledge i
their everyday play. ‘LI:. N g ﬁ
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Readlng he|pS Chlldren tO dGVElOp empat Builds focus & Source of light Evolves you as a Lets youkenjoy
. . . . concentration on dark days human being the me-time
As children develop they begin to imagint

how they would feel in that situation. O 33 (.ij
4 L 1

Helps to learn the Boosts your Helps to learn Great source of

Readlng IS fun art of empathy sleep new things entertainment

Reading is a great way to spend time together. Readiggther on the sofa,
bedtimes stories and visiting the library are just some ways of spending time toc

Children who read achieve better in school.
Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just Engli

*x & °
Children who are good readers tenchtthieve better across mream
the curriculum. x oy
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ATTENDANCE MATTER
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Every week in assembly weack the attendance
of each clasto see if they have achieved 95%6
aboveattendance for that week.
Any class who does get 95% or above for the
week can roll the largelice and move the countq
around the board. Do you recognise any of t
places they might land on?
Just like Monopoly, there apizes built into the
game for classes to win. So far, Class 4 were
thrilled to receive a sweet snack and they ateo
able © play a class game such as bingo.
Class 2 | anded on the
square which they were very happy about.

All children have to do to roll the dice is come
school every day. Let
the dice ext half term!




ATTENDANCE MATTEPS

N 9

v

Whole school attendance is currently

94.9%

We really need to make sure we can raise t
figure to over 96%

Holidays in Term Time

Family holidays should not be booked during school time.

If parents/carers decide to take a holiday or extended leave |
term time, the school wil/ r
Penalty Notice under section 444 of the Education Act 1996. T
penalty notice i£60 per parent per child if paid within 28 days
and£120 per parent per child if paid after 28 days buwithin 42
days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in prosecutio
the Magistrates Court.

When a child has more than 14 sessions (7 days as eact

2 sessions) of unauthorised absence in a twekie period, thi
will result in a warningeing given and the issue of a fixed peni
notice and referral to the Attendance Intervention Te:




Medical Issues
Medical and dental appointments should be mad# school time
except those children who we know have a medical care 3&,:91
If hospital appointments have to be made in school time, appoin
cards/letters must be submitted to school one week prior to the
appoint ment and copies wil/l
appointment is later in the morning, or afternoon, please bring |
child into school first and then collect them to take to the appoin
Q R0,
If your child has a lot of short absences due to mino°
linesses, school will ask the school nurse to offer support to
family. If there are a number of regular incidences of absence
due to illness, then we will request that you provide medical
evidenceforeer y absence. Wi thout
attendance wi |l | be mar ked a
be ill consistently unless there is a reason and, in such cases
there is a reason, there will be no problems giving school me
evdence so that the absences will not be recorded as unauth

=

~ Good Attendance—
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Persistent Absentees
As you know, The Department for Education deems the threshc
Persistent Absence to be 10%
attendance falls below 90%, they will be classified as a persistel
absentee. So if they are absent from school for around 19 days
more across the year, they will meet this classification.

Only 95% and above is acceptable as an absolute minir




Punctuality

All children should have entered school by 9.00 am. School gat
opens at 8.50 am and will be locked at 9.05 am. Chilcivening inta
school via the main school entrance (aft& am when the gates
have been closed) will be logged daily and attendance procedur
will be triggered if this is a frequent event. Children will be recor
as late if they arrive in class after 9.10 am. We will arrange
meetings to establish why puradity is an issue and what we can
to help you to get your child to school on time.
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Our lessons start right at the beginning of the day, so children |EE
are missing the start of their lesson. Ten minutes late a day is 5
minutes of maths lost a wewhich really mounts up over the year.

Every Day Count#ligh attendance is essential in order to ensure
that all our children achieve their full potential.

| hope that you will support the school in this matter, as we are g
concerned to see childrerifil their potential at school. | am sure
you will agree that this can best be achieved by avoiding

unnecessary absence. Our door is always open if you would like
discuss any issues including attendance and we will always do [
best to help you angour family.

If you need any support with attendance or punctuality please d
not hesitate to contact us. Thank you.

SATISFACTORY 96%- 95% | 2 SCHOOL WEEKS OF LOST LEARNIN

UNSATISFACTORY | 94%- 90% | 4 SCHOQ. WEEKS OF LOST LEARNING
TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE 89%- 76% | 8 SCHOOL WEEKS OF LOST LEARNIN(




Earlier in the term we spent time reflecting ¢

news of the passing of Queen Elizabe

We gathered around our special Queen E

Fatinum Jubilee Tree, growing in our grou

were selected to be the Durham City Prim
to be awarded this privilege.

We placed flowers by her tree and refle
her impawt so many lives.
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Thank you, for our Queen, Elizabeth Il
He smile lit up the world.
Her sense of fun and thoughtful words helped
strong and forget their troubles.
We give you thanks for her love and care, he
and her duty
to her family and her country, to the Commonw
andther countries of the world.
Help us to follow her example and, in days
remember that we are part of a worldwide
and that we, too, can seek to play our p




Firefighters from Durhanmn
Watchisited school to gi\
iImportant hoa night safet
talk to Class 4.
STAY SA £
They are returning to school In

for a very special and exciting
Keep an eye out on FaceB




Balance a
# pedal Biki

Class 1 have be
Impressing us wit
bike balancing and

skilld!look at how

fantastithey &




We are so
proud gbu all!

Why not look or
FaceBook page

see videos of t
children on the




Class 1 have been reading the
"We're going on a bearamtde
some bear masks and binocwiamg
on a bear hunt to seeytould find ¢
bears! Lucthbadidn't but
Hollie and Zara found a bear pa
Askyour chittell you the story at |







Class 4W have
enjoyed weekly
sessions of the
OWal k an
programme.
The programme
IS weekly for 6
weeks and is
designed to
support children
with adjusting to
life after the
COVID-19

pandemic.




Through each of the carefully designed
sessions, children will look at both physical
and mental well -being to support their
progress In school. The first session was
truly inspirational as they had the pleasure
of welcoming Invictus Games athlete
Alex Dewar into school. Alex shared his
Incredible story of how physical activity
and a strong mental attitude were key to
helping him overcome enormous challenges
when he suffered a brain haemorrhage
which changed his life forever. We all felt so
privileged to have met Alex and have been
encouraged by his resilience and can-do
attitude. The class then worked with
Darren from the Sc hool Sports Partnership
to develop their own abillities to face and
overcome challenges.
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Ias 2 had a fantastic tim

at a Gymnastics Festival. Ji
look at their amazing skills




